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Why do we analyse?

LEVEL 7 & 8

Explore and Express Ideas

(Achievement Standard, VCAA F-10 Curriculum)

Students identify and analyse how the elements of music 

are used in different styles and apply this knowledge in 

their performances and compositions. They evaluate 

musical choices they and others have made to communicate 

ideas and intentions as performers and composers of music 

from different cultures, times and locations.



Scaffolding Performance Interpretation Analysis © Deborah Smith 2025

Why do we analyse?

LEVEL 9 & 10

Explore and Express Ideas

(Achievement Standard, VCAA F-10 Curriculum)

Students aurally and visually analyse works and 

performances of different styles. They evaluate the use of 

elements of music and defining characteristics from different 

musical styles. They use their understanding of music making 

in different cultures, times and places to inform and shape 

their interpretations, performances and compositions.



Scaffolding Performance Interpretation Analysis © Deborah Smith 2025

Why do we analyse?

AREA OF STUDY 3, RESPONDING 

(Repertoire Performance) 

(VCAA Study Design 2023-2027)

In this area of study, students develop their understanding of the 

ways elements of music, concepts and compositional devices can 

be interpreted and/or manipulated by other musicians.

They demonstrate this knowledge through analysis of a wide 

variety of performances and recordings, including works created 

by Australian composers since 1990. They also compare the ways 

different musicians have interpreted the same musical work. 
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Why do we analyse?

AREA OF STUDY 3, RESPONDING 

(Contemporary Performance) 

(VCAA Study Design 2023-2027)

In this area of study, students develop their understanding of the 

ways elements of music, concepts and compositional devices can 

be interpreted and/or manipulated in contemporary 

performance.

They demonstrate this knowledge through aural analysis and 

comparison of the ways in which different performers have 

interpreted and/or reimagined works in performance.
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What are we analysing?

• Instrumentation

• Structure

• Style

• Technique

• Feeling
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Help from VCAA…

2.0 in 
2026
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Help from VCAA…
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Listening & Interpretation for Contemporary Performance

VCAA VCE Music Study Design
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Listening & Interpretation for Repertoire Performance

VCAA 
VCE 

Music 
Study 
Design
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Scaffolding at Lower Levels

• Melody & Rhythm

• Identify Instruments

• Dynamics, Tempo, Tone 

Colour

• Similarities/Differences

• Form/Structure

• Mood/Character

• Begin connecting…
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Scaffolding Activity 1

Access YPGttO 4 
with steps via 
MTDL.

Access YPGttO 6 
with steps via 
MTDL.

https://dsmusic.com.au/library-item/young-persons-guide-to-the-orchestra-4/
https://dsmusic.com.au/library-item/young-persons-guide-to-the-orchestra-6/
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Scaffolding Activity 1

Orchestra

First altered 
theme = 

what 
instrument 
or family?

Second 
altered 

theme = 
what 

instrument 
or family?

Third & 
Fourth 
altered 

themes = 
what 

instrument 
or family?

Orchestra



Making Students Better Performers - Approaches to Analysis © Deborah Smith 2024

Creating Character In Music

Decoding 
Sound 

Page 15
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Creating Character In Music

Decoding 
Sound 
Page 

140-141



Scaffolding Performance Interpretation Analysis © Deborah Smith 2025

Scaffolding Activity 1

Original 
Purcell

Instrument 
choices?

Treatment 
of melody?

Different 
characters?

Adapted 
Britten
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Scaffolding Activity 2

Access 
Symphony No. 9, 
Dvorák 1 with 
steps via MTDL.

Access 
Symphony No. 9, 
Dvorák 2 with 
steps via MTDL.

https://dsmusic.com.au/library-item/symphony-no-9-dvorak-1/
https://dsmusic.com.au/library-item/symphony-no-9-dvorak-2/
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Elements of Music (VCE Music Study Design 2023-2027, page 16-19) 
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Scaffolding Activity 2

Identify 
Tempo

Consider 
instruments 

& families

Consider 
melody & 
rhythm

Consider 
tone colour 
& duration

Consider 
character
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Scaffolding Activity 3

⚫ Students describe character/mood

⚫ Students then choose two elements to 

focus on in connecting these with mood

Access this 
resource with 
steps via MTDL.

https://dsmusic.com.au/library-item/mini-analysis-apollo-flight-facilities-character/
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Creating Character In Music

What sounds ‘melancholy’ 
to one ear, might seem 

‘gentle’ to another.

It’s always good to try and 
think of at least three 

words to describe 
character.

Decoding 
Sound 

Page 15
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Scaffolding Activity 3

Play/sing 
excerpt as 

written

Manipulate 
Tempo

Manipulate 
Articulation

Manipulate 
Tone Colour

Does the 
character 
change?

https://dsmusic.com.au/library-item/mini-analysis-apollo-flight-facilities-character/
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Scaffolding Activity 4

⚫ Students describe character/mood

⚫ Students then focus on dynamics and 

how this has been manipulated

Access this 
resource with 
steps via MTDL.

https://dsmusic.com.au/library-item/mini-analysis-zadok-the-priest-dynamics/
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Elements of Music (VCE Music Study Design 2023-2027, page 16-19) 
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Dynamics

Loud, soft & 
everything in 

between!

Decoding 
Sound 

pages 36-
37 & 130
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Scaffolding Activity 4

Character/
Mood

Is it 
consistent?

What 
happens  = 
dynamics?

Does this 
change the 

overall…

Character/
Mood?

https://dsmusic.com.au/library-item/mini-analysis-zadok-the-priest-dynamics/
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Scaffolding Activity 5

⚫ Students describe character/mood

⚫ Students can then consider how this 

character/mood is created 

differently/similarly across both versions

Access this 
resource with 
steps via MTDL.
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Elements of Music (VCE Music Study Design 2023-2027, page 16-19) 
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Comparison

Decoding 
Sound 

Chapter 5This is both 
analysing each 

excerpt individually 
& comparing!
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Scaffolding Activity 5

V1

What sort of 
character or  

mood is 
created in 

each?

How do 
they 

manipulate 
Tone 

Colour?

How are 
they 

different or 
similar in 

approach?

V2

https://dsmusic.com.au/library-item/mini-analysis-another-one-bites-the-dust-comparison-tone-colour/
https://dsmusic.com.au/library-item/mini-analysis-another-one-bites-the-dust-comparison-tone-colour/
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Scaffolding Activity 6

⚫ Students can practice analysis in an 

exam-type situation, with wording, 

timed silences and multiple playings

⚫ Sample observations are also provided

Access this 
resource with 
steps via MTDL.

https://dsmusic.com.au/library-item/performance-analysis-firebird-suite/
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Question Answering Techniques

Everything students 
need to turn what 

they hear into what 
is being asked…

Decoding 
Sound 

Chapter 4
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Compositional Devices

(VCE Music Study Design 2023-2027, page 16-19) 
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Scaffolding Activity 6

Identify 
character

Identify 
elements & 

devices

Identify 
instruments 
& sections 
of excerpt

Note dot 
points for 
each while 
listening

Connect 
everything
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Articulation Poster

Access this 
resource with 
steps via MTDL.

https://dsmusic.com.au/library-item/elements-of-music-articulation-poster/
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Elements of Music (VCE Music Study Design 2023-2027, page 16-19) 
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Helpful reminders…

• Consider starting points (e.g. character, 

specific elements & devices) & one at a time

• Help the students understand why they’re 

analysing performances

• Give them opportunities to apply that in their 

own performances

• This scaffolds well for the requirements of VCE
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Helpful reminders…

Listen to as much as you can, all the time, across 

different genres, styles, instruments and more, 

build up word lists and practice! 
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Decoding Sound & Mini Analysis in the MTDL

• The Elements of Music
• Character/Feeling/Mood
• Answering Techniques 
• Practice Questions
• Word lists for the elements 

& describing character

• 5 x ready-made mini-
analysis activities:

• Articulation
• Tempo
• Dynamics
• Character
• Comparison
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Free Info Sheets & Ready-Made Analysis Assessment
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Want more like this?
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