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Something to consider…

Musicianship and music language is not a 

separate aspect of music performance, 

rather it is an integral and indispensable 

part if our students are to achieve 

full musical independence and 

their full musical potential.
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Why do we foster musicianship?

As VCAA says…

(VCAA Study Design 2023-2027)

Musicianship is the unique combination of musical knowledge, skills, dispositions 

and artistry that builds students' agency as musicians. It equips students to 

communicate and interpret meaning as artists and audiences. Students’ 

musicianship builds on the prior knowledge they bring to the study. It develops as 

they work in, through and across music as creators, listeners and performers in a 

range of contexts, styles and genres. Through engaging with sound and symbol 

systems in musical activities, students understand music elements, concepts, 

compositional devices and language, and cultural contexts.
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So what does this look like?

Music Language is 
key to a personal, 
first-hand, active 

musical experience
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So what does this look like?

We need to be able to see  

what we hear (as if it were 

written on a score) 

And to be able to hear what 

we see (hear the notes we

see on a staff)
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Key Knowledge for Contemporary Performance

VCAA VCE Music Study Design
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Key Knowledge for Repertoire Performance

VCAA VCE Music Study Design
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Help from VCAA…
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Key Skills for Contemporary Performance

VCAA VCE 
Music Study 

Design
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Key Skills for Repertoire Performance

VCAA VCE 
Music Study 

Design
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Teach/Learn– Scales & Modes

Pg 4 
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Remember - learning isn’t knowing!

Pg 5 
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Practice – Scales & Modes

Access this 
resource with 
steps via MTDL.

https://dsmusic.com.au/library-item/scales-modes-practice-activity-conducting-major-scale/
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Access this 
resource with 
steps via MTDL.

https://dsmusic.com.au/library-item/scales-modes-practice-activity-conducting-major-scale/
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More Practice Ideas: Using Tone Ladders

⚫ Students sing/play the scale back using the relevant 

tone ladder visual

⚫ Students sing/play and the class identifies

⚫ Extend: Students sing/play back in a 1,1-2-1,1-2-3-2-1 

sequence using the tone ladder visuals

Pg 217 +++ 

https://dsmusic.com.au/product/musicianship-and-aural-training-level-three-2nd-edition/
https://dsmusic.com.au/library-item/tone-ladders-scales-modes/
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⚫ Students identify scales & modes 

aurally from options/alternatives 

provided

⚫ Provide students a process to follow:

⚫ What are the first notes?

⚫ Listen for differences across the 

scales & modes
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Key Skills for Contemporary Performance

VCAA VCE 
Music Study 

Design
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Key Skills for Repertoire Performance

VCAA VCE 
Music Study 

Design
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Teach/Learn– Intervals

Pg 6 
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Remember - learning isn’t knowing!
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Practice– Intervals

Pg 6 
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More Practice Ideas: Interval Clever Echo

⚫ Teacher sings 

intervals on neutral 

syllable

⚫ Students sing these 

back

⚫ Extend: Students 

sing them back 

again in solfa with 

handsigns or on 

neutral syllables 

before labelling 

(e.g. Major 3rd)

Pg 8 +++ 

https://dsmusic.com.au/product/musicianship-and-aural-training-level-three-2nd-edition/
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⚫ Students visually identify the size and 

quality of each interval

⚫ Provide students a process to follow:

⚫ Count the number of notes 

(quantity)

⚫ Determine the scale (quality)

Visual Assessment Activity Example – Intervals
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Key Skills for Contemporary Performance

VCAA VCE 
Music Study 

Design
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Key Skills for Repertoire Performance

VCAA VCE 
Music Study 

Design
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Teach/Learn/Practice – Melody 

Pg 9 +++ 
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Other Practice Ideas: Integrated Aural & Theory

⚫ Student/ensemble sing/play a 

melodic line

⚫ Class/ensemble reviews a 

documented source and 

answers/discusses general related 

questions

MAAT 
L3, Pg. 
191 & 
more! 

https://dsmusic.com.au/product/musicianship-and-aural-training-level-three-2nd-edition/
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⚫ Students transcribe/document the aural melodic line in 

notation or letter names 

⚫ Provide students a process to follow:

⚫ Determine tonality and write transcription scale

⚫ Listen for the tonic, or scalic/arpeggio sequences

⚫ Use solfa (or contour lines) before documenting 

Written & Aural Assessment Activity – Melody

Pg 11 +++ 
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Written & Aural Assessment Activity – Melody

Pg 25 +++ 
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Reminders…

• Support students to refine a question-

answering process

• Scaffold a variety of approaches to concept 

practice and encourage a regular routine

• Connect music language with performance 

and/or rehearsal repertoire

• Empower students with the exam 

parameters to focus their skill-building



© Deborah Smith 2025Developing Music Language Skills for VCE Students

Unit 3 SAMPLE SACs

Remember the ready-made DSMusic
Sample SACS I mentioned?

(VCAA “School-based assessment report” 
for VCE Music Study Design 2017-2021, page 2)

“Quite a few schools used commercially 
available tasks for Outcome 3. 

If schools choose to use a commercially 
prepared task, they need to be aware that 

these tasks and the answers are also 
available to students and their tutors. 

If using commercially available tasks, teachers 
should alter them sufficiently to ensure that 
students have not seen the paper before they 

complete it.” 
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Level 3 Teaching & Really Knowing

Teach Music Language concepts using 
Musicianship & Aural Training Level Three

Practice (really know!) Music Language
concepts using the Music Language Online

Course – Musicianship Module

https://dsmusic.com.au/product/musicianship-and-aural-training-level-three-2nd-edition/
https://dsmusic.com.au/product/music-language-online-course-musicianship-module/
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Curate your own with DSMusic!

Curate a Unit 3 SAC specially designed for 
your class and your students!

Work with me to create the perfect SAC 

needed for your situation.

You curate the questions & content you 
want, and DSMusic creates and shares a 
fully finished DIGITAL version for you to 
use – with no chance your students have 

seen it before!
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Curate your own with DSMusic!

Finished DIGITAL product 
comes complete with:

• printable student Music Language Test, 
Listening & Interpretation Test plus
Practical Demonstration Info Booklet

• Teacher Information Booklet including:
• all relevant audio links (embedded in 

PDF & as one continuous file)
• timing suggestions
• questions and answers
• PLUS MORE!
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Order yours now!
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