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Something to consider…

Music literacy is not a separate 

aspect of music performance, 

rather it is an integral and indispensable 

part if our students are to achieve 

full musical independence and 

their full musical potential.
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Why do we analyse?

AREA OF STUDY 3, RESPONDING (Contemporary Performance) 
(VCAA Study Design 2023-2027)

In this area of study, students continue to develop their understanding of the 

ways elements of music, concepts and compositional devices can be interpreted 

and/or manipulated in contemporary performance. 

They demonstrate this knowledge through aural analysis and comparison of the 

ways in which different performers have interpreted and/or reimagined works in 

performance.
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Why do we analyse?

AREA OF STUDY 3, RESPONDING 

(Repertoire Performance) (in VCAA Study Design 2023-2027)

In this area of study, students develop their understanding of the ways elements 

of music, concepts and compositional devices can be interpreted and/or 

manipulated by other musicians.

They demonstrate this knowledge through analysis of a wide variety of 

performances and recordings, including works created by Australian composers 

since 1990. They also compare the ways different musicians have interpreted the 

same musical work. 
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Why do we foster musicianship?

As VCAA says…
(VCAA Study Design 2023-2027)

Musicianship is the unique combination of musical knowledge, skills, dispositions 

and artistry that builds students' agency as musicians. It equips students to 

communicate and interpret meaning as artists and audiences. Students’ 

musicianship builds on the prior knowledge they bring to the study. It develops as 

they work in, through and across music as creators, listeners and performers in a 

range of contexts, styles and genres. Through engaging with sound and symbol 

systems in musical activities, students understand music elements, concepts, 

compositional devices and language, and cultural contexts.
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So what does this look like?

We cannot fully understand the music we play (and therefore perform 
the best we are capable of) if we don’t understand the symbols and 

concepts on which the music we are playing is based.

Music reading, aural skills, theory comprehension and analysis skills 
are the key to a personal, first-hand, active musical experience.

To be able to see what you hear (as if it were written on a score) 
To be able to hear what you see (hear the notes you see on a staff)
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Help from VCAA…
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Help from VCAA…
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Help from DSMusic…
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Help from DSMusic…
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Unit 3 SAMPLE SACs from DSMusic:

Ready-made with:

• printable student Music Language Test, 
Listening & Interpretation Test plus 
Practical Demonstration Info Booklet

• Teacher Information Booklet
including:

• all relevant audio links (embedded in PDF & as one 
continuous file)

• timing suggestions
• questions and answers
• much more!
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NEW from DSM - Curate your own with DSMusic!

Curate a Unit 3 SAC specially 
designed for your class and 
your students!

Work with me to create the perfect 
SAC needed for your situation.

You curate the questions & 
content you want, and DSMusic 
creates and shares a fully finished 
DIGITAL version for you to use – 
with no chance your students have 
seen it before!
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Sample approach to developing an Assessment Task

Developing School-assessed Coursework (SAC) tasks
(VCAA Website) 

In each of the four Units 3 and 4 VCE Music studies students are 
expected to demonstrate their level of understanding of key 

knowledge and key skills outlined in each area of study through a 
program of School-assessed Coursework (SAC) tasks. 
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Sample approach to developing an Assessment Task

Developing School-assessed Coursework (SAC) tasks
(VCAA Website) 

Timing = SAC tasks must be a part of the regular curriculum and 
assessment program and must not unduly add to the workload 

associated with that program. 
They should be completed mainly in class and under supervision.
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Sample approach to developing an Assessment Task

Developing School-assessed Coursework (SAC) tasks
(VCAA Website) 

Designing/Assessing = Students should be familiar with and understand the 
meaning of the common terms embedded in the outcomes of the study design 

and each of the designated SAC task types.  The SAC task and assessment 
instrument should be explained to students before they commence the task.
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Sample approach to developing an Assessment Task

Developing School-assessed Coursework (SAC) tasks
(VCAA Website) 

Designing/Assessing = To assess a student’s level of 
performance, the VCAA Performance descriptors can be used 

and adapted to the specifics of each SAC task, or a school-
specific marking guide can be developed.
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Performance descriptors for Contemporary Performance

Developing School-
assessed Coursework 

(SAC) tasks
(VCAA Website) 
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Performance descriptors for Repertoire Performance

Developing School-
assessed Coursework 

(SAC) tasks
(VCAA Website) 
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Based on previous VCE Music Advice for Teachers…

Previous VCE Music 
Study Design 2017-2021

Page 34
(VCAA Website) 

Task design

 The task is based on Area of Study 3 and draws on 
Outcome 3 and associated key knowledge and key skills.

 The task design needs to incorporate questions based 
on a representative cross-section of the knowledge and 
skills in each of the music language and listening and 
interpretation sections of the key skills. 

 The mark allocations on page 45 (Contemporary) & 
page 58 (Repertoire) of the VCE Music Study Design 
provide a guide to the scope and weighting for each 
section of the task.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/music/advice-for-teachers/Pages/Index.aspx
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Based on previous VCE Music Advice for Teachers…

Previous VCE Music 
Study Design 2017-2021

Page 34
(VCAA Website) 

Task conditions

 The task is worth 40 marks, contributes 20 per 
cent to the study score and may be completed 
across one or more sessions.

 The questions or musical material for any sections 
of the task should not be published before the 
assessment takes place.

 Where possible all students in a class should be 
assessed under common conditions.

 The format for practical tasks including a task that 
requires playing/singing and notating a previously 
unheard diatonic melody should be provided to 
students in advance. 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/music/advice-for-teachers/Pages/Index.aspx
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Based on previous VCE Music Advice for Teachers…

Previous VCE Music 
Study Design 2017-2021

Page 34
(VCAA Website) 

Preparation for the task could include:

 Combination of skill development drills and 
exercises (e.g. rehearsals, performances of master 
classes) set as class/homework activities

 Variety of question types/activities that test similar 
knowledge in different contexts

 Intensive sessions focusing on specific knowledge 
and skills across aural, theoretical and practical 
contexts

 Learning activities should be informed by the 
developmental stage of each student  = where are 
they at with music language, listening & 
interpretation and practical

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/music/advice-for-teachers/Pages/Index.aspx
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Based on previous VCE Music Advice for Teachers…

Previous VCE Music 
Study Design 2017-2021

Page 34
(VCAA Website) 

Writing the task, consider section format & timings:

 Music Language Test: 25–30 minutes including questions 
relating to intervals, scales and modes, tonality, chords, rhythms 
and transcription

 Listening & Interpretation Test: 20–30 minutes including two 
excerpts, one focusing on performers’ manipulation of 
elements of music in a single work/excerpt and the other 
focusing on comparison of treatment of elements in two 
different interpretations of a work/excerpt

 Practical Demonstration: 10–20 minutes including singling 
intervals, scales, short phrases and chord-tone arpeggios, 
melodic and rhythmic imitation and improvisation and 
singing/playing and notating a previously unheard diatonic 
melody.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/music/advice-for-teachers/Pages/Index.aspx
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Based on previous VCE Music Advice for Teachers…

Previous VCE Music 
Study Design 2017-2021

Page 34
(VCAA Website) 

Marking the task

 The marking scheme used to assess a student’s level of 
performance should reflect the relevant aspects of the 
performance descriptors and be explained to students 
before commencing the task

 A specific number of marks should be assigned to each 
question (including sub-parts) or practical task. 

 The contribution of each section of the task to the final 
score should be Music Language (10 marks), Listening & 
Interpretation (20 marks) and Practical Demonstration (10 
marks), for a total of 40 marks. 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/music/advice-for-teachers/Pages/Index.aspx
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Based on previous VCE Music Advice for Teachers…

Previous VCE Music 
Study Design 2017-2021

Page 34
(VCAA Website) 

Authenticating…

 Authentication issues can be minimised if students 

complete the music language, writing and listening & 
interpretation sections of the task as a class. 

 Using a range of source material for the practical task 
will assist in authenticating student work, particularly 
for large classes.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/music/advice-for-teachers/Pages/Index.aspx
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Key skills & knowledge are… well… key!

The Unit 3 SAC Must be based on the 

Unit 3 Key Knowledge and Skills!
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Key Knowledge for Contemporary Performance

VCAA VCE Music Study Design
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Key Skills for Contemporary Performance

VCAA VCE 
Music Study 

Design
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Key Knowledge for Repertoire Performance

VCAA VCE Music Study Design
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Key Skills for Repertoire Performance

VCAA VCE 
Music Study 

Design
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Helpful reminders…

Previous VCE Music 
Study Design 2017-2021

Page 34
(VCAA Website) 

Whilst each of the practical key skills should be 
practised in class, the task should only assess a cross 
section of these skills. Otherwise an onerous amount 
of time would be needed to assess each student. 

 In previous years, some tasks submitted for audit 
showed confusion around the elements/aspects of 
performance that may be referred to in listening & 
interpretations, so review the Compositional Devices & 
Musical Elements on page 16-19 of the VCE Study 
Design 2023-2027

 Review the VCAA Sample Aural and Written 
Examination papers when you are planning your 
Outcome 3 task.  

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/music/advice-for-teachers/Pages/Index.aspx
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Unit 3 SAMPLE SACs

Remember the ready-made DSMusic 
Sample SACS I mentioned?

(VCAA “School-based assessment report” 
for VCE Music Study Design 2017-2021, page 2)

“Quite a few schools used commercially 
available tasks for Outcome 3. 

If schools choose to use a commercially 
prepared task, they need to be aware that 

these tasks and the answers are also 
available to students and their tutors. 

If using commercially available tasks, teachers 
should alter them sufficiently to ensure that 
students have not seen the paper before they 

complete it.” 
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Curate your own with DSMusic!

Curate a Unit 3 SAC specially designed for 
your class and your students!

Work with me to create the perfect SAC 
needed for your situation.

You curate the questions & content you 
want, and DSMusic creates and shares a 
fully finished DIGITAL version for you to 
use – with no chance your students have 

seen it before!
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Curate your own with DSMusic!

Finished DIGITAL product comes complete 
with:

• printable student Music Language Test, 
Listening & Interpretation Test plus 
Practical Demonstration Info Booklet

• Teacher Information Booklet including:
• all relevant audio links (embedded in 

PDF & as one continuous file)
• timing suggestions
• questions and answers
• PLUS MORE!
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Order yours now!
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Want more like this?
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