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Why do we analyse?

AREA OF STUDY 3, RESPONDING 

(Contemporary Performance) 
(VCAA Study Design 2023-2027)

In this area of study, students continue to develop their 

understanding of the ways elements of music, concepts and 

compositional devices can be interpreted and/or 

manipulated in contemporary performance. 

They demonstrate this knowledge through aural analysis 

and comparison of the ways in which different performers 

have interpreted and/or reimagined works in performance.
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Why do we analyse?

AREA OF STUDY 3, RESPONDING 

(Repertoire Performance) 
(VCAA Study Design 2023-2027)

In this area of study, students develop their understanding of the 

ways elements of music, concepts and compositional devices can 

be interpreted and/or manipulated by other musicians.

They demonstrate this knowledge through analysis of a wide 

variety of performances and recordings, including works created 

by Australian composers since 1990. They also compare the ways 

different musicians have interpreted the same musical work. 
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Help from DSMusic…
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Listening & Interpretation for Contemporary Performance

VCAA VCE Music Study Design
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Compositional Devices

(VCE Music Study Design 2023-2027, page 16-19) 
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Creating Character In Music

We need words to 
describe how the 

music makes us “feel” 
and what sort of 

“mood” it creates. 

In Decoding Sound, 
this is referred to as 

‘Expressive Outcome’ 
but it means the same 

thing as ‘character’. Decoding 
Sound 

Page 15
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Creating Character In Music

These words are 
the basis of any 

analysis we end up 
doing, so they are 

step one.

You can have 
‘angry’, ‘scared’ or 

‘sad’ character 
words, as well as 
‘relaxed’, ‘happy’, 
‘confident’ and 

more.

Decoding 
Sound 
Page 

140-141
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Creating Character In Music

We also might each 
choose different words to 

describe musical 
character.

What sounds ‘melancholy’ 
to one ear, might seem 

‘gentle’ to another.

It’s always good to try and 
think of at least three 

words to describe 
character.

Decoding 
Sound 

Page 15
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The Elements of Music

What is an 
Element of Music?

It could be described 
as the parts we can 
break music into in 
order to describe 

what we hear.

Decoding 
Sound 

Chapters 
1 & 3
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Making Better Performers

The reason we encourage our students to engage with music 
performance analysis in the first place is to hear how performers 
manipulate the expressive elements of music (like dynamics and 

tempo and all the rest) to create a desired feeling, character or mood.
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Making Better Performers

Giving students space to swap the headphones for their 
instrument/voice every once and a while is a great way for them to 
see if they can apply some of these same strategies to create their 

intended character or effect.
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Making Better Performers

Not only does this application help them really know these elements 
and devices, it also lines up well with the reimagining of works 

required in the Contemporary Performance stream (AOS 1, p 41), 
and the demonstration of personal interpretative style in both 

Contemporary and the Repertoire Performance stream 
(AOS 1, p 54). 
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Making Better Performers

Play/sing 
excerpt as 

written

Manipulate 
Tempo

Manipulate 
Articulation

 

Manipulate 
Tone Colour

 

Does the 
character 
change?
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Making Better Performers

Decide on 
a musical 
character

Manipulate 
Texture

Manipulate 
Dynamics

 

Manipulate 
Contrast

 

Does this 
have the 
intended 

effect?
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Making Better Performers

You can make this a classroom activity, a part of normal 
performance preparation, rehearsal or practice. 

Have other students provide feedback on the 
effectiveness of the manipulation of elements/devices 

in creating the intended character, or even try to 
‘guess’ the character the performing student is trying to 

create. 
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Making Better Performers

Link this up with the digital workstations approach 
as well, in that students could record a series of 
different ‘manipulations’, ‘interpretations’ and 

‘reimagining's’ through the unit, experimenting 
and evolving to find their voice. 
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Make Better Performers

Possible
Musical 

Character

Treatment 
of 

Element



Making Students Better Performers - Approaches to Analysis © Deborah Smith 2024

Helpful reminders…

Typically, (not always!) elements of music like 
articulation, texture and tone colour are a great 
place to start, and similarly focusing on contrast 

as a compositional device might be a good 
beginning.
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Helpful reminders…

Listen to as much as you can, all the time, across 
different genres, styles, instruments and more, 

build up word lists and practice! 
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Decoding Sound & Mini Analysis in the MTDL

• The Elements of Music
• Character/Feeling/Mood
• Answering Techniques 
• Practice Questions
• Word lists for the elements 
 & describing character

• 5 x ready-made mini-
analysis activities:

• Articulation
• Tempo
• Dynamics
• Character
• Comparison
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Free Info Sheets & Ready-Made Analysis Assessment
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Want more like this?
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