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Why analyse? Section A 

 “Music performance involves the synthesis of knowledge of the music work/s being performed including their 
structure, style, context and expressive qualities….. to present musically engaging performances”. VCE Music 
2017-2021 Study Design page 20 

To be able to make informed choices about performance interpretation based on the study of the 
performances of others. 

Link with works being prepared for performance by students – e.g. use works being prepared for performance by 
students for analysis. 

The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) is the ONLY official source for advice on this 
examination. Teachers should use this practice examination in the context of the information, guidelines and 
parameters provided by the VCAA. 

In particular, teachers should only use the information given by the VCAA when advising students of 
terminology for use in answering questions, question format and wording, possible question types etc. 

The following documents (published online at www.vcaa.vic.edu.au) have been referred to extensively in the 
preparation of this workshop: 

• "VCE Music Advice for Teachers" 2017-2021 pages 27 to 29, 34 to 35 and 42 to 44, April 2017 
• VCE Music performance 2017-2021 "School-based assessment report" about the 2017 Unit 3, 

Outcome 3 SAC 
• "VCE Music Study Design" 2017 2021 "Music Language Chart" pages 20 to 23, January 2018 
• "VCE Music Study Design" 2017 2021 pages 36 to 38, January 2018 
• VCE Music performance 2017-2021 "Sample Aural and written examination", Version 3 – January 2018 
• VCE Music performance 2017-2021 "Aural and written examination - End of year 
• Examination specifications", Version 3 - January 2018 

These documents give parameters and content for each question type. Teachers and students should be fully 
aware of this information. 

The VCE Report for Teachers, based on previous VCE Aural and Written Examinations, also contains useful 
advice on how to approach and answer questions. A list of official resources is available on the VCAA website. 

It is vital that before setting any assessment tasks, teachers study all information given by the VCAA in relation 
to the task being set so as not to disadvantage their students. 

From the VCAA and the DSMusic websites: https://zurl.co/KOUO 
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Decoding Sound Page 15: 

 

 

 

 

          Excerpt 1: Send in the Clowns 
          Faultline, Lisa Hannigan 

          Excerpt 2: Send in the Clowns 
          Judi Dench - Live 

          Excerpt 3: Send in the Clowns 
          Portfolio, Grace Jones 
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Decoding Sound Pages 140 & 141: 
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Excerpt 1: Bach Violin Partita No 2 in D Minor, BWV 1004 Chaconne Bach Solo Violin Sonatas, Itzhak Perlman 

Excerpt 2: Bach Violin Partita No 2 in D Minor, BWV 1004 Chaconne Mari, Mari Samuelsen 

Excerpt 3: Bach Violin Partita No 2 in D Minor, BWV 1004 Chaconne Bach Solo Violin Sonata & Partitas, Christian 
Tetzlaff 

 

Other resources on the web: 

How Music Alters Your Mood: https://www.musical-u.com/learn/how-music-alters-your-mood/ 

What is Tone Color? (Timbre): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5tGEDgkZlC8&feature=youtu.be  

What is Texture – Blend and Balance: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QoLWvT1iMoA 
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Decoding Sound Chapters 1 & 3: 
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Excerpt 1: J S Bach Air on a G String Light Classical Piano, Music Lab Collective  

Excerpt 2: Air on a G String Light Classic, Hasuer  
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